Alice Lakey

Alice Lakey was a nationally recognized crusader in the Pure Food Movement. In 1905, through the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, Lakey encouraged over one million women to write letters
in support of pure food legislation. The Pure Food and Drug Act was enacted the following year.
She followed that with seeking protection for milk and helped establish the Pure Food League.

In addition to being a nationally recognized food and drug crusader, Alice Lakey was also a no
nonsense suffragist.

When several local political candidates scoffed at being asked to make known their position on
suffrage, Alice wrote the following letter to the editor published in the May 7, 1914 Cranford
Citizen:

The question has been asked why the Equal Franchise League included the names of local
candidates for office at the coming election in sending out their letter of enquiry as to the
position of candidates on the question of Votes for Women.

It will be recalled that one local candidate stated in his reply that his opinion on the
question was of comparatively little consequence, another that the question was irrelevant.

Men opposed to suffrage for women or even indifferent to it are too apt to agree with the
public spirited Rochester politician Dr. Goler told us of in 1907. When asked to vote for a
certain measure that would ensure clean milk for the Rochester babies, the lover of
humanity said ‘What good will that do, babies ain’t got no votes.’

The woman has no vote — yet, that is why The Equal Franchise League would like to see
elected to local offices men who will support their work in every instance for the
betterment of Cranford
Alice Lakey
President
Equal Franchise League



